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A memorable birthday : 


LAURENCE 
HOUSMAN 


"FYHERE was a memorable gathering 

at Friends House on Friday last 
to celebrate, rather belatedly, 
Laurence Housman’s 80th birthday 
(which was actually on July 18 last). 
One was impressed, not so much by 
the speeches of felicitation, though 
these were notable, as by the spirit of 
genuine affection which animated the 
large company. It was a meeting to 
be savoured and enjoyed : a true com- 
munion of friends united in a common 
act of homage to one of the most fear- 
less and charitable spirits of our time. 
Those present—and they filled the 
Small Meeting House—were enriched 
by the participation. 

Laurence Housman read from his 
“Little Plays of St. Francis,” and the 
Epilogue—subtle, witty, and kind—in 
which the author depicts his own 
death-bed and the preparations for his 
reception in Heaven. Mrs. Pethick 
Lawrence, Lady Snowden and H. N. 
Brailsford felicitously recalled their 
memories of association with him in 
the struggle for Woman’s Suffrage ; 
John Middleton Murry spoke of his 
generous and unstinted loyalty to 
Peace News. Dr. Alex Wood presided, 
as only he can. 

Laurence Housman concluded a 
charming speech of thanks with the 
recollection that his little plays of St. 
Francis had been the favourite read- 
ing of Ellen Terry and H. W. Nevin- 
son in their latter years, and that he, 
as friend, had been instrumental in 
converting Dick Sheppard to Pacifism. 
“In making me of use to these three 
people, God has blessed this life of 
mine.” 


UNRRA NEEDS OUR HELP ! 


August 17, 1945 2d. 


THE FATEFUL CHOICE 
BEFORE MAN 


Trust - or the Atom Bomb 


HE atomic bomb has scattered among other things Observer’s 


wits. 
of the debris. 


The following is simply an effort to sort himself out 
First, he records the fact that the mere 


invention of the dreadful instrument made a more violent impact 


upon his imagination than the 
at an explosion. 


sé 


vaporization ’’ of 200,000 people 


é After all, says my cynical soul, “ vaporization ” 
is the next stage after “ liquidation.” 


I am used to the 


“ liquidation” of human beings by the hundred thousand; and 


the process 


is decidedly more 
vaporization by an atomic bomb. 


lingering and painful than 
If I were offered the choice 


between liquidation and vaporization, I should choose vaporization. 


So that for me vaporization 
does not represent a new ‘low’ 
in human callousness. I think 
that, in that regard, we—I 
mean this civilization—touched 
bottom some time ago. And, to 
be fair, it seemed to me that the 
indignation ‘expressed by the 
politicians and the press over 
the V-bomb was felt by the 
ordinary English man to be 
faked. It was just as “ legiti- 
mate’”’ a weapon of war as any 
other. So is the atomic bomb. 


A dimension of urgency 


WTEVERTHELESS, its immense 

‘ destructiveness takes us into a 
new dimension: a new dimension of 
urgency rather than morality. The 
destruction of human beings by the 
million is not, as I say, a new pheno- 
menon. I think that a few millions 
more are going to be destroyed in 
Europe this winter. The real point is 
that the people who can manufacture 
the atomic bomb have it now in their 
power to obliterate a nation or a 
civilization. These people all belong 
to a single category: they are the 
governments of nation-states with 
vast material resources. No govern- 
ment of any single nation-state is fit 
to control such power. The evidence 
of the recent past is plain: they all 
behave anarchically. 

Now let us look at the situation as 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


coolly as we can. At the present 
moment only a combination of two 
nation-states possesses the “ know- 
how” of the atomic bomb: Britain 
and USA. Each feels pretty confident 
so far as the other is concerned. I 
don’t suppose there are 100 men in 
either country who seriously feel that 
the other is likely to drop an atomic 
bomb on it. These two partners feel 
safe with one another. 


Balance of fear 


NEITHER feels safe with Russia. If 

Russia had invented the bomb, a 
great wave of fear would be passing 
over both Britain and USA: and 
secondarily over Western Europe. 
That is not said to queer the pitch 
with Russia; but as a plain state- 
ment of fact. Probably, Russia is just 
as afraid of Britain and USA who 
have the atomic bomb, as we should 
be of her, if she had it. 

I do not think it a bad thing that 
Russia should be definitely afraid of 
Britain and USA for a period. The 
balance of fear between the two sides 
needs restoring. 

It is imperative that this sudden 
redress of the balance of fear should 


The Politics of Hunger 


LOWN to atoms, we used 
to say. And now, blown 
to what? The mind hangs 

dizzily over an abyss within 
which one guesses rather than 
perceives the disintegration of 
many of the basic judgments on 
which thought and action have 
depended. Humanity remains, 
one says without conviction. 
Human need remains—and the 
picture of starving millions 
which only a few years ago 
would itself have been the 
nightmare is almost reassuring. 
There is still a world in which 
human need is urgent and com- 
passion a relevant attitude. 


THE DUAL BARRIER 


During the European war the 
blockade stood not only between the 
Europeans and their imported foods, 
but also as a barrier holding back 
from British minds the reality of 
hunger, its demands upon us, ‘the 
inexorable human and political con- 
sequences of th2 failure to feed the 
hungry when they were hungry. We 
would, of course, send them all the 
food they needed when the war was 
over; even the Germans and the 
Austrians—Mr, Ghurchill promised— 
should have food, freedom and peace. 

On VE-Day the promises fell due; 
the blockade dissolved and the prob- 
lem of hunger silently advanced not 
only on Whitehall but to the kitchen 
of every British and American 
family. For months we remained 
only half aware of it, we were 
deliberately given little or no news of 
Europe’s need, we were encouraged 


by ROY WALKER 


to load the responsibility on UNRRA, 
and to worry more about the length 
of our own food queues than about 
the lack of food to queue for else- 
where. 

The real responsibility rested 
where real power crested, not on 
UNRRA which had neither food nor 
ships under its own control, but in 
the Combined Boards in Washington. 
The Boards were controlled by three 
Governments: the United States, 
Britain and Canada. These Govern- 
ments disposed of the United Nations’ 
total shipping and food resources to 
such effect that they maintained in 
1944 an average food consumption 
per head of 3,367, 3,485 and 2,923 
calories, respectively. 

The hungry countries have gone 
on suffering. “The shortages are 
now more severe,” says the official 
report of the U.S. Office of War 
Information dated July 29, “than 
they were during the period of the 
German occupation; their production 
levels are lower, the physical situa- 
tion of the people is worse.” The 
plight of the hungry countries is 
aggravated by the grave shortage of 
transport, but it is also conditioned 
by the lack of supplies, particularly 
of protective foods, Britain, America 
and Canada have been doing on a 
more modest scale what they protested 
against when it was done in the 
grand manner at Potsdam. They 
have feasted themselves at the 
expense of hungry neighbours. And 
no effort has been spared to prevent 
them from realising the fact, 

The PPU stood alone in Britain in 
January this year when, in a pamph- 
let published on the day that the 
Food Relief Campaign was wound up, 


it directed attention to the power of 
the Combined Boards and to the way 
that power was being used to keep a 
veto on food in the hands of the 
Great Powers. In March the PPU 
helped to stage a foodless luneheon at 
which Sybil Thorndike appealed for 
British sacrifices in a speech that 
caught the attention of the BBC as 
well as the Press. Later in the same 
month the Food Minister in the 
course of protracted talks in Wash- 
ington was obliged to accept very 
slight reductions for Britain. ‘“ The 
Economist”? noted that “ The cuts in 
Britain will amount to between 100 
and 150 calories a day, and probably 
somewhat more in North America. 
This is a meagre sacrifice to add to 
Europe’s store.” 

~ TO BE RESTORED ? 


Co}. Lilewellin said, just before the 
election, that he would restore these 
cuts before winter. In the inter- 
regnum the Ministry’s staff publicly 
discouraged any such expectations. 
To the consternation of all who 
understood the real position, the new 
Labour Minister of Food began by 
renewing Liewellin’s high hopes, and 
was immediately trounced for it in 
the “ Manchester Guardian” but not 
by the Left Wing press. 

Meanwhile the storm that had been 
brewing assumed ominous propor- 
tions. At the Conference of Allied 
Food Ministers in London in June the 
French and Belgian spokesmen 
demanded “a new formula for secur- 
ing proper and equitable distribution 
amongst the civilian people of the 
United Nations.” There must be 
machinery for “ensuring that_ the 
Combined Food Board made alloca- 
tions to satisfy these requirements.” 
(For the Governments of the Western 


(CONTINED ON BACK PAGE.) 


be used for the establishment of some 
conception of international justice. 
How is this to be done ? Quite simply. 
Let USA and Britain say openly, 
before all the world, to Russia : “ We 
will impart to you the secret of manu- 
facturing wie atomic bomb, if you, 
before all the world, agree to abandon 
your insistence on the proposal that 
the Big Three should be judges in 
their own disputes. In making this 
offer, we show plainly that we are pre- 
pared to trust you. We are handing 
over to you the power to “ vaporize ” 
London or New York, in return for a 
promise. It is we, not you, who are 
taking the risk. 

“But surely it is as plain to you, as 
it is to us, that this power cannot be 
given into the hands of the World- 
Security Council as it ‘at present 
exists, with each member possessing 
the power to break away, when its 
own ‘interests’ are in dispute. Far 
better than that, that the power 
should remain in our hands. We have 
at least learned to trust one another 
sufficiently to sleep sound, knowing 
that the power of annihilating us is 
in the other’s hands. 

“We are prepared to trust you. In 
this we may be God’s own fools. But 
at least the fact that we are prepared 
to do so makes nonsense of your fixed 
belief that the capitalist powers are 
beund to aim at annihilating the one 
socialist power. We are offering you 
the power to annihilate us.” 


The double choice 


T any rate, that puts the real 
issue. There are two choices: 
and the fate of the world hangs on 
them. The first choice is for Britain 
and USA. Shall they or shall they not 
offer their secret to Russia? The 
terms of the offer are inevitable. If 
you think a moment, it is crystal clear 
that it cannot be made the basis of a 
power-bargain. It can only be offered 
for the establishment of international 
justice. The Big Three cannot say: 
“We will share this thing to impose 
our will upon the world.” For that 
presupposes that they have a common 
will. Everybody knows they have not. 
The second choice is for Russia: Is 
Russia prepared to subordinate her 
own interests to the common will that 
must be created ? Or will she prefer 
to trust to discovering the atomic 
bomb for herself? That is stark 


insanity. She will discover it right 
enough. But what will she have 
gained ? The privilege of inaugurat- 


ing a new epoch of universal and ele- 


mental fear, from which she will 
suffer as surely as her potential 
enemies. 


It is to lose the wood in the trees 
to discuss or speculate on the ways 
and means of putting the manufacture 
of the atomic bomb under international 
control. There is no instrument for 
exercising international control of 
such a power. The World Security 
Council is what it is, precisely because 
none of the members would submit to 
international control. The World 
Security Council would have to 
become something entirely different in 
order to control the manufacture of 
the atomic bomb. 


World-sover eignty 


HERE is no real alternative. If 
‘the Security Council is to control 
the atomic bomb, it must become the 
sovereign of the world. Either a 
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GREAT REVOLUTION 


SLHERE is little doubt that the great 
revolution has begun. The latent 
moral crisis of the world has now 
become evident and palpable. The 
invention of the atomic bomb imposes 
upon mankind the necessity of a 
new behaviour-pattern. That new 
behaviour-pattern will probably ex- 
clude the possibility of international 
war : and pacifism, conceived as mere 
war-resistance, may become obsolete. 
But never the assertion of the value of the 
individual person which is the basis of 
pacifism. Forms of society are conceivable 
(perhaps even prebable) in a world safe- 
guarded against international war which are 
as intolerable as that of a war-making society. 
Pacifists are faced with the duty of re- 
thinking the whole of their position: and 
separating what is eternal in it from what is 
ephemeral. 


Contributions to the Peace News Fund aince 
Total to date £5,993 


THE EDITOR 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News, Ltd. and address them to the Account- 
ant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


August 3, £7 7s. 11d. 
8s. Td. 


2 August 17, 1945 


PEACE 


NEWS 


3, Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
Stamford Hill 2262 


All correspondence on other than editorial matters 
should be addressed to the Manager 


~ THE NEW PREDICAMENT _ 


TINHE atomic bomb has worked 

quickly. It has compelled the 
surrender of Japan. Precisely as it 
would have compelled the surrender 
of Britain, had it been in the hands of 
her enemies, It has also done other 
things: not so obvious, but more 
significant. Some of them are con- 
sidered in Observer’s Commentary. 

Another is that it has made the 
Potsdam agreement obsolete and 
nonsensical, within forty-eight hours 
of its signature. And that sets one 
wondering how it was that the 
British and American Statesmen at 
Potsdam, who knew that the atomic 
bomb was about to be released, did 
not challenge the whole basis of the 
agreement which they argued and 
signed, 

The basis of the Potsdam agree- 
ments—the agreed hypothesis from 
which all its savage details are 
derived—is that Russia must be 
secured from attack from Germany. 
To this end Ké6nigsberg—Immanuel 
Kant’s university town—is annexed; 
to this end the Polish frontier is 
advanced to the Oder; to this end, 
ten or eleven million Germans are to 
be forcibly deported—one of the very 
‘erimes against humanity,’ which is 
the third category of offences for 
which the war-criminals are to be 
tried. It was doubtful in the extreme 
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whether these measures, with the 
then known technological advances in 
warfare, would have secured Russia 
against attack for very long. It is 
now entirely certain that they cannot. 

There is, henceforward, no such 
thing as material security against an 
attack of such a kind as must be 
entirely devastating to any of the 
great industrial nations, which were, 
even before the atomic bomb, the 
only nations that could wage modern 
warfare. Henceforward, there is 
only one form of security for Russia 
or any other great power. That is 
moral security. 

Can the statesmen see, once for all, 
that simple and self-evident truth? 
That the only safety to which the 
most powerful nation in the world 
ean aspire is the condition of trust 
that another powerful nation will not 
use the atomic bomb against it. Just 
plain trust. The most solemn treaty 
in the world will not increase it: 
neither will the biggest army in the 
world, Indeed it is foolishness to 
enter into solemn covenants about it. 
The choice is elemental: either 
absolute trust. or absolute fear. 

God himself must be laughing at 
the new predicament of his insane 
creatures, What more fantastic 
demand could be made of these vast 
immoral monsters which humanity 
has created for its gods—the nation- 
states of today—than that they 
should absolutely trust one another? 
What will happen to them when the 
nature of the demand really 
penetrates the human consciousness? 
Will they just go mad, like dogs in a 
Pavlov experiment under a demand 
for which their conditioned reflexes 
are utterly unprepared? Or _ will 
their madness take the desperate 
form of inviting pacifists to rule 
them, or at least to conduct their 
foreign affairs? 

Trust one another, or perish. Trust 
one another, or spend your wretched 
lives delving vast catacombs in which 
to immure yourselves and your 
scientists while they feverishly strive 
to invent a bomb which will vaporize 
catacombs. 

Whether God is laughing or not, we 
are. We cannot help it. Perhaps we 
shall stop laughing soon when, from 
our little pinnacle of detachment, we 
watch the frenzied scuttling of 
humanity away from the unspeakable 
horror of the simple moral demand 
with which the nature of things has 
now confronted them. 

Trust one another! 

Meanwhile, until the full terror of 
that demand has penetrated the 
human consciousness, the huge auto- 
matism of mistrust and fear and 
hatred and oppression and violence 
rolls on, crushing down human hope 
and making trust impossible. 

The Potsdam agreement grinds out 
its evil: the misery of the coming 
winter grinds on. 

Trust one another! 

How terrible when it comes to men 
as the veritable voice of God! 
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The wiser effort would have been 
to diffuse thought and imagination 


through the opaque substance of to- | 


day, and thus to make it a bright 
transparency; to spiritualise the 
burden that began to weigh 80 
heavily; to seek, resolutely, the true 
and indestructible value that lay 
hidden in the petty and wearisome 
incidents and ordinary characters 
with which I was now conversant. 
The fault was mine. The page of life 
that was spread before me seemed 
dull and commonplace only because I 
had not fathomed its deeper import. 
A better book than I shall ever write 
was there: leaf after leaf presenting 
itself to me, just as it was written 
out by the reality of the flitting hour, 
and vanishing as fast as written, 
only because my brain wanted the in- 
sight and my hand the cunning to 
transcribe it.” 

—NATHENIEL HAWTHORNE, 

“The Scarlet Letter.” 


The roots of pacifism 


HE value of a mind like 
Middleton Murry’s lies in 
its stimulating quality, its 
delight in intellectual possibili- 
ties, its distaste for the com- 
placent. Its danger, in my 
opinion, lies in the appearance 
of rationalist abstraction, as 
though it were not rooted in 
fundamentals. 


If I may quote the language of the 
first of the PPU Affirmations: ‘“ We 
are agreed in attaching supreme im- 
portance to the human person and to 
the integrity of the individual.” That 
is a fundamental attitude. It is one 
I hold, or which “ possesses ” me. For 
better or worse I must sustain the 
consequences as long as I am so 
possessed. 


Pacifism is for me one of the con- 
sequences of that Affirmation. There 
is no guarantee in the Affirmation 
that I shall survive, either by luck or 
prudence; or even as a “ reward ” for 
moral merit. But the attitude sur- 
vives to possess other human beings, 
because it is fundamental. 

Non-violence and mutual aid are as 
eternal as their contraries and have 
always operated in some degree, It 
is a gross simplification to think that 
no persons in Nazi Germany or Soviet 
Russia are possessed by these ideas 
because these States have or had a 
vicious political police. But the prob- 
lem of political mass non-violence re- 
mains a difficult one. 


* 


MZ URRY argues as to India: “ But 
oA since the movement of mass 
non-co-operation failed against the 
British Government ,,. Success in 
anything less than a very long run 
indeed was extremely hypothetical.” 
This obscures a more fundamental 
point. 

Gandhi observed as a social fact in 
the modern world that mass violence 
undertaken for any motive unleashes 
forces or further violence eventually 
quite beyond the control of the per- 
haps reasonable initiators and of 
grave danger to the fabric of civiliza- 
tion. In face of this social fact he 
has attempted to work out a method 
of obtaining his country’s political 
aims without recourse to armed in- 
surrection. He may have failed. But 
it is much more certain that Hitler, 
who did not believe in this social fact 
and committed his country to war, 
failed completely. His millennial 
Reich and his beloved Germany have 
gone down in ruins. 

On the other side too, the Polish 
frontier guarantee and the Atlantic 
Charter, promised outcomes of un- 
conditional surrender, are meaning- 
Jess before the social fact of Euro- 
pean material and moral destruction. 
So that if, as Murry believes, “ the 
resistance to tyranny that is natural 
to the Western liberty-loving peoples 
is violent,” then Western man will 
have to change his nature before the 
facts. 

And this is here and now a crucial 
matter in Europe for, e.g., Poland 
and Germany. Nationalist violence, 
if resorted to, will end again in 
material and moral chaos, not only 
for these countries but for their big 
neighbours. Non-violent nationalism 
will not guarantee success, but it is 
more, not less, realistic. 


* 
"THE question of the survival of 


any individuals in whom our 
first Affirmation is forcibly operative, 
within modern totalitarian States 
which by their nature deny the 
“supreme value of the human person,” 
is of a somewhat different order: 
because tthe resistance, violent or non- 
violent, to oceupation is carried out 
by the general consent of the majority 
of the occupied country, while the 
resistance within a mass police-State 
is by definition that of a minority or 
an individual felt to be, in the matter 
of the resistance, anti-social. 

I think that Murry has not suffi- 
ciently distinguished these two forms 
of resistance, in relation to the prob- 
lem of non-violence, or he would not 
pose such an abstract question in his 
second article as: “ Which in fact is 
the greater evil, international war or 
international tyranny”? For the 
answer he gives is correspondingly 
dangerous. 

He writes: “It may well be that 
the world has reached a point at 
which the internal war of spiritual 


MICHAEL TIPPETT 


replies to John Middleton Murry’s 


recent article, ‘Non - violence 


versus Tyranny” 


annihilation practised by the totali- 
tarian police-State is more devastat- 
ing to the spirit of man than inter- 
national war.” I think I understand 
what is the portion of truth which he 
is looking at, but stated in this way it 
gives’ the impression that international 
war might in some circumstances 
become almost acceptable, as it were 
an alternative to internal tyranny. 

That way lies confusion. Inter- 
national mass conscript-war is no 
possible alternative to tyranny 
because it cannot really remove it, 
but psychologically strengthens it. 
There is more actual, and a lot more 
potential, State tyranny in Europe 
and the world now, despite the total 
defeat of Nazism. Total war by its 
nature does not strengthen the in- 
dividual against the mass, or the 
persecuted minority against the 
newspaper-fed public opinion. (The 
Germans to Europe stand now as the 
Jews to Germany.) 

I am not in the least sure what 
impact non-violence has on _ this 
frightening question, but I am quite 
clear that the conscientious objector 
to conscription is on the side of the 
person against the mass, even when 
he stands aside from the “ War-to- 
remove-tyranny” to which his good 
friends have gone in all sincerity, A 
country with a substantial minority 
of conchies stands a better chance of 
surviving as a country of a free 


temper. us 
J FEEL Murry has overweighted 


his case and that is why the 
other side must be reaffirmed. I am 
sorry that in order to make his point 
of view over Norway he quotes pas- 
sages from Lund’s pamphlet which 
help to make his case and omits those 
which invalidate it. ; 

I feel that he is too sweeping in his 
statements about martyrdom. The 
numbers of the masses “ liquidated ” 
in Germany or Russia do not imperil 
the single witness of a man like 
Nieméller, or the communal witness 
of the Kronstadt sailors. Such wit- 
ness stands like a rock, and is as 
potent as the analogous witness of 
the early Christians. 

Are the Jehovah's Witnesses over 
the world proud of their German 
brethren? I hope so. They have the 
right to be. Will their seed “rot in 
the mass of mute, inglorious, intoler- 
able suffering’? Yes indeed; in a 
vital sense, and to a fresh spring. 

Pacifists are not the only people 
interested in retaining the value of 
the human person within the modern 
mass-State. Christians, for instance, 
are by definition so. It is possible 
that ‘Stalin’s concordat with the 
Orthodox Church may turn out a 
double-edged weapon. It is to be 
hoped so. ; ; 

But in England our way is plain. 
The temper of this country is not yet 
totalitarian, By the power of the 
Affirmations we shall help to keep it 
as humane as Gandhi has kept the 


temper of “ India.” 

“Peace Newa is open for the expression of al! 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it, whether signed or unsigned. do_ not 
necessarily represent the policy of the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly organ. 
Nor does the acceptance of advertisements 
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with, the matter advertised. 
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P.P.U. column 


POSTER TRIAL 


[THE PPU’s cause celebre in this 
war, the prosecution of its four 
principal officers at Bow Street, 
centred round a poster. Opinion in 
the Union was, and probably is still, 
divided about the vexed question of 
whether the poster should or should 
not have been withdrawn. But one 
thing may be generally conceded. 
After the Bow Street proceedings the 
display of PPU posters—except for 
such special posters as those 
produced by the Food Relief Cam- 
paign—dwindled almost to nothing. 
A lot, of course, depends on the 
poster. But the Bookshop at Dick 
Sheppard House has had _ few 
demands for posters of any kind for 
some years now. It is therefore 
something of a venture on the part 
of the Public Action Committee to 
publish two new posters. It is a 
Poster Trial of another kind. For 
decisions about publishing further 
posters will inevitably be influenced 
by the response of PPU members and 
groups to these two posters. 

There was a fairly general feeling 
among members of the Committee 
that the time was not one for smart 
slogans. Everyone has been through 
teo much to be roused to anything 
but resentment by tactics of that 
sort. We decided that our posters 
must make it clear that we had to the 
best of our ability continued to work 
for our pacifism throughout the war 
and that we were at any rate not 
ashamed of having done so. We 
wanted, too, to show what sort of 
men had been responsible for the 
PPU. So our two posters have each 
a large photograph and beside it the 
question, “Remember Dick Shep- 
“ Remember George Lans- 
? Underneath is the wording, 
slightly different on each poster: 

“The Peace Pledge Union which he 

founded on the pledge, ‘I renounce war and 

I will never support or sanction another’ 

has kept that pledge through the war and is 

now working with all men of good will for 

lasting peace.”’ F 

There are also two impressive food 
relief posters that express our con- 
cern about the food crisis in Europe. 
One is Arthur Wrage’s drawing of a 
hungry child, “Food Now—Or Future 
Hate.” The other is a iwo-colour 
poster, “ The Time to Save the 
Hungry is When They Are Hungry.” 
All four posters cost 6d. each, includ- 
ing postage. Please use them. And 
if there is any other sort of poster 
you would like to have please tell us, 
so at we may cousider pushing it: 


WILFRED WELLOCK analyses 
Causes of educational decay 


JN his latest book, “ English Social 

History: From Chaucer to Vic- 
toria,” G. M. Trevelyan reveals the 
high degree of culture that was 
achieved in the “dark” ages of 
illiteracy, through the medium of the 


crafts. J. L. Hammond, reviewing 
that book in the Manchester 


Guardian, said: 

“In an age when craftmanship was the 
occupation of most work-people a great deal 
could be Jearnt without the power to read or 
write . Cobbett’s opposition to national 
education was largely based on his comparison 
of the superficial intelligence of men taught 
to read and write, and taught nothing more, 
with the steady, thoughtful qualities of mind 
bred among men with feeling for their craft.” 

The aim of that quotation is to 
bring the problem of modern educa- 
tion into a truer perspective. 


Letters, like money, are necessary 
to the highest human well-being, but 
in a decadent age both can be used 
to corrupt minds and morals, reduce 
the quality of life and undermine the 
foundations of civilisation. Many 
years ago Edward Carpenter wrote: 

““When I see the spreading of infidelity, 
of belief in externals, in money, big guns, 
lawe, views, accomplishments, cheap goods, 
town councillars, Cabinet Ministers, MPs, 
generals, judges, bishops .. . J choke.” 

I find myself unable to assess the 
gains and losses, in terms of human 
well-being, which occurred during the 
transition from medieval to modern 
civilisation. That fact in itself I find 
disturbing. Why should we lose, as 
so often we have done, so many of the 
priceless treasures of the past in the 
effort to advance; give up higher 
values for lower, things that are 
satisfying for things which cannot 
satisfy and merely create aching 
voids? 

” * ” 

The outstanding difference between 
these two eras is, in my opinion, that 
the Middle Ages possessed a vital 
unity in which all its values were 
beautifully balanced and given their 
due place in life as a whole, whereas 
the present age possesses neither 
unity nor balance, and is thus at the 
mercy of uncriticised values that are 
leading it to destruction. 

The chief characteristic of life in the Middle 
Ages was its unity, the balance which it 
maintained between work, play and religion 
during several centuries. It is in fact the 


most stable and spiritually balanced era in 
English history. 

Religion inspired in men a reverence for the 
Creator and for the world he had created. 
It impressed upon them the suty of cultivat- 
wig the earth and bringing forth its fatness, 
and of developing and using diverse skills in 
order to create the values, material and 


in the third article of his 
short current series 


spiritual. upen which the 
community depended. 

The Church encouraged 
craft guilds. and supported 
“the just price“ whereby exploitation was 
prevented and the standard of living of crafts- 
men was safeguarded. Social divisions rested 
on a functional basis which had a_ historical 
origin and which no-one questioned. 

Religion was thus an integral part of life 
and entered into its every aspect. It gave 
meaning to the seasons and made them all 
significant and joyous in their turn, also 
dignity and honour to the crafts and to every 
useful service. The popular songs were folk- 
songs, and were about the seasons and what 
happened is them, such as sowing and 
reaping, about various occupations and 
pastimes and the pleasures of the countryside. 

There were few hooks, of course, but 
religion was spectacular and impressive. Its 
colourful processions and festivities drew the 
entire community together in a powerful 
unity. The strength and eignificance of that 
unity are expressed in the unsurpassed archi- 
tecture of thousands of churches, innumer- 
able cathedrals, monasteries and universities, 
also Guild Halls, etc. A balanced and etable 
society was the result, despite its many evils 
and shortcomings. 

* * as 

In due course that unity was demolished and, 
tragic to relate, no new unity has since taken 
its place, Indeed the history of the last four 
centuries is the record of a process of social 
disintegration which is still in progress. Even 
while our civilisation reels and totters, there 
are no signa of any widespread attempts to 
create a unity which will do for this age what 
medieval Christiantiy did for the Middle 
Ages. 

The main causes of the disintegration are 
not difficult to trace. 

The first was the development of a trading 
class which commenced as early as the 15th 
century and which completely upset the 
medieval economy by cutting the communica- 
tion between producer and consumer. These 
traders became the first capitalists, in the 
modern sense of the term. Their emergence 
was made easier by the spread of corruption 
in the Church, 

The second cause was the Enclosures which 
followed the dissolution of the monastaries in 
the 16th century. The new trading class 
developed the woollen industry, which called 
for more wool and caused arable land to be 
turned into sheep pastures and agricultural 
workers into spinners and weavers, working 
for wages. The powerful new lJandowners 
had little regard for agriculture as such. 

These new (capitalist) forms of trading and 
manufacturing were developed in the 17th and 
18th centuries by the Puritans, whose doctrine 
of Justification by Faith, together with a 
profession of Other-worldliness, enabled them 
to oppress their workers and make consider- 
able fortunes without criticism or com- 
punction. 

All these evils were greatly intensified by 
the industrialism of the 19th century, and 
have led directly to totalitarianism, total war, 
and a mechanistic civilisation which is now 
heading for destruction in the name of free- 
dom, democracy, culture and indeed all the 
virtues, 

If salvation comes it will do so by way of 
an education in values. 
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LETTERS 


Equality - as slaves 


N “ Observer’s”” penetrating com- 
mentary in your issue of 
Aug. 3, he refers to the argument 
that conscription is democratic. Cer- 
tainly it is commonly argued that con- 
scripuun gives equality and levels the 
chances of all young men, yet the 
question is whether it levels them up 
or down. Are our young men to be 
equal as slaves or as free men? 
Slavery is not justified because slaves 


: are equal. 


This is one of the points made in a free 
leaflet ‘‘You and Conscription” just pub- 
lished by the No Conscription CounciJ. I 
shall be glad to send supplies to all PPU 
Groups or others who can use them in 
writing to MPs as ‘ Observer” suggests, and 
especially in approaching Trade Union 
Branches, since the TUC next month will 
presumably be debating its General Council’s 
recommendation of peace-time conscription. 

The atomic bomb has given fantastic powers 
of destruction to States that possess even 
small air forces if they have a large industrial 
potential. A few hundred atomic bombe 
would wipe. out whole nations, whose very 
survival now depends on the maintenance of 
peace. The atomic bomb has changed the 
situation so much that even the advocates of 
conscription can, presumably, now only claim 
it as a means of securing docile abedience to 
the State rather than for military effective- 
ness. Will not the TUC Genera] Council have 


to think again? 
A. JOE BRAYSHAW, 
Secretary, 
No Conscription Council], 6 Endsleigh St., 
London, W.C.1. 


An affirmative pledge ? 


PPeoeEreD by your question in Peace 
News in reply to Roy Walker’s letter 
“What is Pacifism?”, may I, without being 
considered either frivolous or irresponsible, 
suggest that it would be of interest and pos- 
sibly also of lasting benefit to hold an open 
competition to discover an affirmative pledge 
or affirmation of not more than 20-25 words 
(and possibly many lesa). Such an affirma- 
tion might then be signed after serving at 
least a year's probation as novitiate under 
the present one. 

This idea is too apparently simple for it not 
to have been suggested before, for most of us 
must at one time or another have tried to 
turn the pledge forward in our minds. But, 
having come through the war in a still 
recognizable form as a body, it is possible that 
we as individuals, and from that a body, shall 
have to take a more active stand on goodwill 
toward humanity than to state that we 
renounce war (essential beginning though this 


be). 
K. R. LAMBERT, 
Knotting, Bedfordshire. 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, ts 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS " 
Dick Sheppard House. Endsleigh Se... WCl 


MANY HAVE TRIED 


to exter- 


MAURICE ROWNTREE Memorial 


WANTED BY C.O. for any four 


CLASSIFIED 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
LATEST TIME for copy: Monday 


before publication. 

TERMS: Cash with order. 2d. per 
word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. 
extra). Please don’t send stamps in 
payment, except for odd pence. 
Maximum length: 50 words. Address 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification, and date. 

We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to limit the fre- 
quency of continuing advertisements. 


ACCOMMODATION 

c.O., HOSPITAL WORKER needa 
furnshd. rm. or any other accmdtn. 
London area early in Sent. 
linen and crockery if necessary. Box 
81. 

TO LET, till Easter, 1946. possibly 
afterwarda: simply furnshd. modn. 
bungalow 12 miles Aberystwyth. 
Modn. conveniences. Wild gdn., 3 
acres. Beautiful position, on bus 
route. Low rent to careful tenant. 
Box 91. 

CAMBRIDGE. Young man wante 
lodgings fm. Aug. 19 for a mth., 
probably longer. Box 92. 

YOUNG and not very well off 
author urgently requs. comfortable 
furnshd. rm., pref. top floor, Ken- 
sington/Bloomsbury. No restrictione. 
Or gladly give about hour's daily 


assistance (clerical, household, etc.) 
for same. Box 94. 
BACHELORS OFFER superior 


accmdtn, in- Leicestershire village for 
restful holiday. Good food. music, 
books. 3 guineas. No extras. Box 100. 

UNFURNISHED FLAT or studio 
in London—pref. Chelsea, Victoria— 


requd. by C.O. Up to 30s. p.w. 
Box 78. 
DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 


form Vegetarian Guest H-use for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlow, The Briars Crich, Mat- 
lock. (Station: Ambergate; Tel. 
Amberzate 44.) 

RUSHMERE Guest House, Selsey. 
Home comfort. Ideally situated. 
Catera for egnferences and group 
meetings during off season. Write 
Victor Smith (Manager for Stephen 
Stoner & Co. Ltd.). 


Own, 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


PACIFIST-vegetarian mother, girls 
7 and 2, infant son, need holiday 
few wks. owing to illness of girla. 
(Husband C.O. on Iand.) Reasnble. 
terms, Partridge, 385 Chestnut 
Grove, South Ealing. 


EDUCATIONAL 

SPEAKING AND WRITING 
lessons (correspndnce. or visit) 58.; 
classes 1s, 6d. Diffident, nervous, 
and hesitant people specially helped, 
also stammerers. Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London, 
N.W.3. PRImrose 5686. 
| FOR SALE & WANTED 


ADVERTISER WISHES to pur- 
‘chase small cott. urgently, vacant. 
possession, cash, Stanley, Grey- 


weathers, Tavistock, S. Devon, 

WAR RESISTERS’ International 
would welcome gifts of foreign 
‘stamps for subsequent sale on behalf 
of W.R.I. funds. Any such gifts 
received with gratitude. Please send 
to the War Resisters’ International, 


11 Abbey Rd., Enfield. 
ENGLISH PRIMROSES, _ Ready 
inow. For naturalization or bedding. 


Qs. per doz. plants, Purple Orchids, 
hardy specimens for early spring 
display: 9s. 6d. per dozen. Orders 
accepted in advance for all types of 
winter and greenhouse planta. Planta 
packed under expert supervision, 
carriage paid. Haines, Nurserymen, 
6 Pensona Gdns., St. Ebbes, Oxford. 

c.0. WANTS watches, clocks, any 


condition, State price, cash by 
return. Vinall, ‘ Chalet,” Bishops- 
tawton, Devon. 

C.0. NEEDS CAR for work. 8 h.p. 
preferred. Up to £100. Cambridge 
or London. Box 93. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 
WANTED TO RENT or purchase 
approximately two acres market 
edn. Jand with acemdtn. Box 99. 


LITERATURE, &c. 
5 QUAKERISM. Information and 
literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends,. free on application to the 


Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, 
N.W.1. 

40,000 SECOND-HAND books on 
religion, psychology, philosophy, 
eociology, fiction, biography. Also 
church vestments. Lista 24d. Books 
of all kinds bought. Send list. 


Kingdom Books, East Mersea, 
chester, Essex. 


Col- 


minate the Jews—but ae God’s Wit- 
nesses they remain indestructible. 
Why not examine the rest of the 
evidence for the infallibility of the 
Bible? Write for “‘ Vox Dei” free 
from Christadelphian, 67a, Cold- 
harbour Lane, Hayes, Middx. 


VERA BRITTAIN: “Drift 10 
Death"'; Duke of Bedford: ‘* Money 
and War’; Ronald Mallone: ‘ Par- 


liament’s Problems"; Ifold Rendall: 


“Open Letter to Peter Howard'; 
|Ruth Fry Banned!; Poetry. Illus- 
trated ‘Christian Party News- 


Letter,”’ Bd. (six issues 2/6), 30 Darby 
Rd., Oldbury, Birmingham. 


MEETINGS, &c. 


BIRMINGHAM. Digbeth Institute, 
Aug. 30, 7 p.m., Duke of Bedford un 
World Security. Admission free. 

TEACHERS’ conference Aug. 25. 
il a.m. _to 6 p.m. Friends’ House, 
Euston Rd. ‘* Freedom and discipline 
in Education,” Spkr. W. B. Curry 
(Dartington Hall). Chairman, Dr. 


Alex. Wood. Parties. from Patrick 
Figgis, P.P.U., 6 Endsleigh St., 
Cl. 


TOWARDS WORLD PEACE: A 
Convention of 50 organisations and 6 
great foiths fm. Aug. 18 to 25. 
Morning sessions (10 a.m.), 51 Lan- 
caster Gate, W.2 (Vedanta Society) ; 
Evening sessions (7 p.m.) Alliance 
Hall, Westminster. Tickets: al] 
Sessions, 7/6, single 1/-. 

LUTON Group invites members to 
a Picnic on Harpenden Common, 
Sat., Aug. 25. Meet 3.30—4 opposite 
Friends’ Meeting House. Bring own 
food. Spkr.: Bernard T. Taylor, 

Open-Air Speaking.” Opportunity 
given for practice, In F.M.H. if wet. 

LONDON AREA Get-together 
Kingsway Hall, Mon. Aug. 27, to 
meet the new organizer, Roger Page. 
Music, conjuring, talk, light refresh- 
ments, fm. 6.30 free for all. In Aug. 
1939, at Kingsway Hall, we eought 
fellowship under shadow of war. In 
Aug. 1945, we seek fellowship in 
planning the future. Please come. 

STREET (Som.) Week-end School, 
Aug. 25 and 26. Alteration in pro- 
gramme. Sat, at the Friends’ Meet- 
ing House, Sun. ALL mealae and 
sessions at the Chalet, Ivythorn Hill. 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY P.P.U. 
Group Garden Party at Wyldeways, 
The Avenue Welwyn, on Sat. Aug. 
18, at 8 p.m. Winifred Rawlins will 
speak. Tea provided. 


Ramble «arranged by North London 
Region, Sun. Aug. 26. Train fm. 
Kings Crose 9.24 or Gordon Hill 9.58 
to Hertford North (10.20). Please 
jbring sandwich lunch. Tea booked. 
All welcome. 

MERSEYSIDE P.P.U. Ramble on 
Wirral arranged for Aug. 26. Meet 
at No. 15 car stop Pier Head at 10.50 
a.m, Bring sandwiches for two meals.. 
1/4 will cover Fares, All welcome. 


PERSONAL 


HEALTH ADVICE. Are you wor- 
ried about your health? Then why 
not consult a health specialist? Write 
first, giving partics. of your ailment, 
duration, any previous treatment 
age, etc, to: Health Specialist, c/o 
Appointments Secretary, A. Willson, 
84, Rosebery Gdns., N.4. Moderate 
fees. Appointments only. 

CONTACT CORRESPNDNCE. 
CLUB. A aatisfactory medium for 
those desiring congenial pen-friend- 


ships. Parties., stamp, Sec., PN, 19 


Ty Fry Gdns., Rumney, Cardiff. 

‘ YOU WILL FIND true friendship 
in the L. and H.C. Correspondence 
Club. Send s.a.e. for particulars to 
Secretary, L. and 4H.C.C.C., 39 
Reighton Rd., London, E.5. 


JOIN Victory Correapondence 
Club, 34 Honeywell Rd., S.W.11, for 
congenial pen-friends. 

LONELY! Join International 
Friendship Club, 3 Tanfield Terrace, 
Leeds, 2, to meet and correspond 
with people of similar tastes. 

ANARCHO-IDEALIST POET (17), 
Manchester, urgently desires contact 
fellow anarchist preferably London, 
exchange views, ete. Box 95. 


consecutive wks. now to middle of 
Dec., man or woman able drive for 
bread rounds. £3 wkly accmdtn., 
all found. Advertiser desires 2 wks. 
study holiday. First in 2) yrs. S. 
Vowles, 62 High St., Redbourn, St. 
Albans. 
HOLIDAYS WITH 
‘Cooks Assistants wtd. immediately 
juntil Oct. Enthusiastic workers for 
)Pence and Health. Young or Old— 
‘male or female. Instruction by 
vegetarian cook, 30/- weekly, tent, 
all found. Hillside Vegetarian Camp, 
Goodrington Sands, Paignton. 
JUNIOR MALE worker urgently 
requd. for gen, office work. Applica- 
tions to Director, National Peace 
Council, 144 Southampton Row, 
London, W.C.1. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 
_PROFESSIONAL Secretarial Ser- 
vice. Duplicating, ete. Mabel Eyles, 
Secu Vale, Southgate, N.14. PAL. 
C.0., AGE 23, part-time student, 
urgently needa progressive situation. 
Some writing experience. Desirous 
teaching eventually. Box 87. 
EXPERIENCED FARM WORKER 
urgently requs. work; seaside essen- 
tial. Alternatively would purchase 


land, form partnership, or manage 
dairy farm. Box 88. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. Lecturea every Tuesday, 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro 
ductiona. Consultationa all problema. 
Western 8935. 

REG. J. BAILEY, M.S.F,, N.C.P., 
Osteopath and Naturopath. Nature. 
cure treatment of disease. 


pay. Two 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


We cannot confirm aatisfactory 
conditions of employment in all pouts 
advertised. Applicants in doubt are 
recommended to consult the Central 
Board for COs, 6 Endsleigh St., 
W.C.I, which will often be able to 
give useful advice. 


MISTRESS wanted from Sept. to 
teach general subjecta to form of 
9-yr.-old boys. Apply: Headmaster, 


Clayesmore Preparatory School, 
Blandford, Dorset. 
ADELPHI PLAYERS. Vacancy 


for actor. Co-operative, non-profit- 
making company. Write with full 
partica, 38 Abbey Rd., London, N.W.8. 

LONDON OFFICE of Country 
Printers requ. man for gen. office 
work and ‘copy’ servicing. Box 98. 


ALLYSOL—SEND stamps bd. for 
two 20-page booklets of life-consery- 
ing information about garlic: (1) a 
herbal remedy with 5,000 years of 
history; (2) Rheumatism and Catarrh 
dissolved at their root. A‘ysol Com- 
pany, Fairlight, Sussex. 
ACCOUNTANT C.O. writes up 
traders books, prepares Profit and 
Loss Accounts Balance Sheets and 


Income Tax Returns. Company 
formations arranged. Audits and 
costing undertaken. Box 96. 


ANYONE WISHING to start a 
business, but don’t know what, con- 
tact advertiser who has some ideas 
to share. Box 97. 

TRAFALGAR SQUARE, A.G.M., 
etc., photos available 2/6 to 5/- fm. 
Jack Mayes (press, child studies 
weddings, etc.), 207, Fox Lane, N.13. 
PAL. 9005. 
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THE ATOM BOMB 


Statement by the National Execu- 
tive Committee of the Peace Pledge 
Union : 

Public discussion has inevitably 
centred on the sudden and un- 
expected end of the Pacific war, 
brought about by the new weapon; 
on the possibilities of international 
control of this unprecedented des- 
tructive force in the future; and of 
the immense potentialities of the 
discovery for the enrichment of 
human life. With all these aspects 
of the matter the Peace Pledge 
Union ts deeply concerned. 

But for many men and women all 
over the world the experience of 
total war, the spectacle of chaos 
and suffering in Europe, and the 
unheralded use of the atom bomb 
by the Anglo-American Powers 
must be a human challenge of the 
kind that led members of the PPU 
and other pacifists all over the 
world to pledge themselves to the 
personal renunciation of war, and 
to dedicate their lives to peaceful 
efforts to oppose evil and remove 
the causes of destructive conflict. 
This at least is a right step for 
men and women to take now. 


‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 
world sovereignty, or no control: it 


is as simple as that. And that in turn 
means: either world-sovereignty for 
Britcsin and USA, or world-sovereignty 
for a world organization that includes 
Russia. 

And remember that if Russia does 
not accept the offer, Britain and USA 
will not be able to wait until Russia 
invents and manufactures the atomic 
bomb. They will have, for the sake 
of world-peace, to threaten her with 
it, if she attempts to manufacture it. 

That may sound shocking. It is the 
merest commonsense. There must be 
a world-sovereignty now. It is an 
absolute, overriding human necessity. 
If Russia will not take her share in 
the sovereignty then she must be 
subject to it. 

Britain and USA can achieve a 
common will. They have in fact 
achieved one. Can Russia achieve a 
common will with them ? That com- 
mon will means in fact a common con- 
ception of justice which all agree to 
obey. 

You cannot combine this necessity 
with spheres of interest. It is no use 
thinking any more of a balance of 
power, which is the conception on 
which the San Francisco plan is based. 
A balance of power cannot exist while 
two partners possess the atomic bomb, 
and one does not. A balance of power 
cannot exist when all partners possess 
the atomic bomb. That is an un- 
balanceable power. 

The choice, I repeat, is simple: 
blindingly simple. A new common 
will, or a new, immediate and terrible 
period of universal fear, while the 
powers which possess the atomic bomb 
summon up the moral courage to 
exercise the world-sovereignty to 
waich Destiny or God has called them. 


The stark challenge 


NE more reflection. The respon- 

sibility of action at this profound 
and incommensurable crisis in the his- 
tory of the world cannot be assumed 
by a party Government. It far tran- 
seends the responsibilities for which 
party Government is designed. It can 
be taken only by a council of the 
wisest in the nation : not of politicians 
alone. 

A new international conference 
should be summoned immediately, and 
the British delegation to it should 
consist of politicians, scientists, 
churchmen and _philosophers—some- 
thing that truly represents what there 
is of wisdom and moral purpose in the 
nation: something worthy of- Eng- 
land, and the power of imagination 
ee! has never yet wholly deserted 

er. 

For God’s sake, let this country rise 
to the challenge. Let it put before the 
conscience of the world the issue in all 
its stark and awful simplicity. There 
is not a moment to lose. 


LEW AYRES FILM 


“It is reported by a Broadway columnist 
that Lew Ayres’ life story will be filmed by 
Republic, under the title ‘ Conscientious 
Objecter.’ It was reported earlier that Lew 
Ayres will not act ‘himself’ in the film as he 
intends to become a minister after his dis- 
charge from the Army Medical Corps.’""—The 
Conscientious Objector (New York). 


Published from 8 Blackstock Rd., London, 


N.4, by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Clifford 
Printing Co. (T.U.), London, N.16. 


‘““Old-fashioned”’ Atrocities 


The following account by a US 
Army Lieutenant, which is intended 
to show that “ Americans are just as 
guilty of war crimes as are any other 
neople,” was published in The Con- 
scientious Objector (New York) last 
month, 


In a leading article The Conscien- 
tious Objector said its purpose in 
publishing the account was not “ to 
discredit Allied military personnel as 
individuals, but only to demonstrate 
that in the matter of atrocities no- 
one ig above reproach.” 


The name of the writer of the 
account, together with the names of 
the officers mentioned in it, are 
known to The Conscientious Objector; 
the writer’s letter also identified the 
military units to which each is at- 
tached. For the protection of the 
men, however, the information was 
witheld from publication. 

HAVE information to prove that 

Americans are just as guilty of war 
crimes as are any other people. Some 
of this information was related to me 
by Captain A, Captain B, and Chap- 
lain C, at present all members of the 
X Engineer Combat Group. What 
they report took place in the South 
Pacific. These three officers agree 
that orders came down from “ the 
General”? that no prisoners were to 
be taken. Japanese prisoners were 
disarmed, questioned, and then mur- 
dered. 

On the Admiralty Islands, Captain 
A saw forty unarmed Japanese pri- 
soners lined up and shot. Captain B 
saw similar killings in New Guinea. 
Also on New Guniea, Chaplain C 
reported that he was present when a 
few Japanese prisoners were “ saved ” 
to be photographed by a “Life” photo- 
grapher. As soon as the  photo- 
grapher had enough shots, the 
prisoners were led off into the bushes 
and were beheaded. The _ reliable 
informants who related the above 
incidents were not trying to prove 
anything. They were merely relating 
their experiences while in the combat 


zone. 
NOTHING UNUSUAL 


These examples are certainly not 
unusual cases. Almost every returned 
American soldier includes tales of 
American atrocities with his experi- 
ences abroad. Even if we did not 
know any of the above facts, what act 
by any country can surpass the 
British and American “saturation 
bombing” ? It is only necessary to 
read reports of the dead city of Ber- 
lin to realise to what ends we have 
gone. How can we brand anyone 
else’s act “criminal” when we are 
guilty of the destruction of millions 
of men, women, children and infants 
in flaming infernos ? 

If we are to be objective, we must 
reject any theory of the moral 
superiority of one group or nation 
over another. During time of great 
stress, especially during war, base 
deeds will be committed by human 
beings. If we are to eliminate atroci- 
ties, we must eliminate war and the 
causes of war. The significance given 
to the atrocities committed by Ger- 
mans and Japanese by American 
newspapers is false and_ foolishly 
misleading .... 

Rather than spending our time 
hunting and prosecuting “war 
criminals” we could better devote 
ourselves to understanding their 
problems and the problems of the 
world. This would eventually bring 
about mutual understanding and the 
outlawing of war and atrocities. 


A point of order 
American Selective Service officials 
have announced that they will defer 
the inauguration of a point system 
for discharging conscientious objec- 
tors (already reported in PN), This 
followed approval by the House Mili- 
tary Affairs Committee of a bill 


which would eliminate COs from the 
point system. 


AMERICAN C.0. HERO 


AMERICAN C.0. HERO —? —? —? ~—?-? 

Desmond Doss, of Lynchburg. Virginia, a 
Seventh-Day Adventist C.O. in the Medical 
Corps of the American Army, is being recom- 
mended for the Congressional Medal of 
Honour, the American V.C., for extreme 
bravery on Okinawa (PN, June 15). He is 
credited with saving seventy-five lives in the 
face of intense Japanese fire and was 
acclaimed by the 77th Division of the U.S. 
Infantry as its bravest man. 

Little more than a hundred such awards 
have been made throughout the war. 


— without atomic aid 


“Has your favourite newspaper told 
you how many civilians our Army 
believes we have burnt alive in 
Tokio alone? The New York Times 
said on May 30: ‘It is possible that 
1,000,000 or maybe even twice that 
number, perished .,. It took caly 
three hours for fifteen square miles 
of the city to become a raging 
inferno and the only exits were a 
few bridges over the nearby river, 

“Altogether in six attacks our 
American aviators have burnt up 
51 square miles of Tokio with a 
large percentage of its civilian 
population—men, women, children, 
and babes in arms. 


“After the last of these raids the 
commander in charge was quoted in 
our Sunday morning papers as 
saying that the results had been 
‘excellent. And with this assur- 
ance devout Americans went to 
church to pray. Where were the 
courageous Pastor Niemoellers that 
Sunday morning, the Jeremiahs and 
Isaiahs, to lift up their voices in 
protest against this atrocity? Mon- 
day’s papers reported one New York 
preacher as having declared that 
the German people will have to 
suffer for the cruelties which the 
Nazis practiced in their concentra- 
tion camps. Then what about us?” 

—Frederick J. Libby in Peace 
Action (USA) for June. 


THE ATOM DEFLECTS 
PACIFIST CONFERENCE 


JOINT conference of the War 
Resisters International and the 
Peace Pledge Union met at Letch- 
worth last week-end to consider the 


question of a pacifist international, 
arising out of a resolution discussed 
at the last annual general meeting of 
the PPU. The grave issues raised 
by the use of atomic bombs, however, 
naturally affected the agenda. 

Laurence Housman took the chair, 
afterwards being relieved by H. 
Runham Brown, honorary secretary 
of the WRI. Grace Beaton, general 
secretary, gave a detailed and impres- 
sive report of the last twenty years 
work of this organization. Amongst 
those who spoke were Dr. Alex 
Wood, Dr, Robert Pohl (German), 
Magda Yoors-Peeters (Dutch), A. de 
Bevere (Belgian), Wilfred Wellock, 
Corder Catchpool, John P. Fletcher, 
Muriel Lester, Reginald Reynolds, 
Harold F. Bing, Reginald Sorensen, 
and Dr. Belden. 

“The mediaeval mind,’ said Reginald 
Reynolds, “‘ understood that great power over 
physical things, unless you have moral power, 
ia the worst thing that you can achieve ... 
Pacifists are the only possible generators of 
this new moral force that has got to take the 
place of physical force unless the world is 
finished for ever.’ 

The conference felt deeply that the atomic 
bomb had made no_ difference to pacifist 
principle. But it had made a difference to the 
world political situation, and changed cir- 
cumstances would possibly require a different 
expression of that principle. We should need 


to make use of the experience and machinery 
of the past. 

The WRI are now planning conferences in 
all its sections in the early months of next 
year and further details of these conferences 
will be announced Jater in Peace News. 


a 


Labour pacifists on the peace 


A declaration that ‘‘the Atlantic Charter 
should apply to all peoples, including the 
Germans, and that the annexation of German 
territories and compulsory transfer of popu- 
lations are not only immoral and unjust but 
will cause hatred and discontent,"’ was made 
in a resolution carried at the annual general 
meeting of the Labour Pacifist Fellowship in 
London last month. 

The resolution said the LPF works for a 
European Federation of States on a democratic 
and socialist basis and that it opposes the 
imperialist war in the Far East and the policy 
of unconditional surrender towards Japan. 


a ew 


Appeals for N.Z. C.0.s 


The appeal authorities set up for COs in 
New Zealand Detention Camps started work 
on June 27 under regulations described by 
correspondents as ‘‘frankly disappointing,” 
reports the July issue of the CBCO Bulletin. 

Instead of providing for new applications 
to be made with a view to straight-forward 
exemption of those successful, the regulations 
only empower the ‘‘ Revision Authorities ” to 
order successful COs to be released from 
detention on parole—and the conditions of 
parole are severe. 


The Bulletin (obtainable from the CBCO, 6 
Endsleigh St., W.C.1, price 3d., postage 1d.) 
also contains an article on ‘* Non-violence in 
Norway ” by a CO from the North of England 
who spent five years in Norway during the 

| German ocecupati¢en. 


NO V-J RELEASES 
FOR C.0.s 


HE end of the war with Japan 
does not mean that COs at 
once become free from their condi- 
tions of registration. These remain 
binding until “the end of the emer- 
gency,” that is, until an Order in 
Council is made declaring the date 
when the emergency is to end. 

The first World War was not for- 
mally declared at an end until 
August, 1921. 

The Central Board for COs is, 
however, still in discussion with the 
Ministry of Labour to see if it is pos- 
sible to introduce a scheme of release 
for conditionally registered COs on 


similar lines to that for the Forces. 

The whole issue of demobilization of COs 
has been held up by the election and it will 
be some time yet before the new Minister of 
Labour authorizes any decision, reports the 
Central Board for COs. 

On July 28 the Press reported a scheme for 
up to 1.600 candidates for Holy Orders and 
3,000 other students to be released from the 
Forces in Class B for return to the univer- 
sities. This is open to men who have served 
for three years or more, who are of scholar- 
ship standard and who are backed by their 
university. As things stand at present, COs 
are entirely excluded. 


The politics of 


hunger 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 
liberated countries had been 


encouraged to deal direct with the 
Boards and not to waste time in im- 
portuning UNRRA which was itself 
equally dependent on the bounty of 
Washington.) 


It remained for UNRRA to make 
its protest. Director-General Herbert 
Lehman, began protesting in Wash- 
ington, protested more loudly in 
Rome and made his final plea to the 
full Council of UNRRA_ which 
assembled at County Hall, London, 
on August 7. “As to the supplying 
nations,” says the ‘ Manchester 
Guardian” diplomatic correspondent, 
reporting Let-man’s first London press 
conference: 

“Governor Lehman makes no bones about 
saying that they will have to tighten their 
belts if supplies are to be released. Amongst 
the chief of them, the United States, Britain. 
the Dominions, and some of the Latin- 
American countries, the psychology of belt- 


tightening is far more difficult to handle than 
when Europe was at war.” 


In the United States, President 
Truman has risen to the occasion by 
instructing the Office of War Infor- 
mation to give high priority to news 
about European food conditions and 
sources of supply for relief measures. 
The County Hall UNRRA Conference 
no doubt hoped to play a similar role 
in Britain, and it is not the least 
effect of the atom bomb that the 
problem of hungry Europe has been 
driven off the front pages. 


In the County Hall Conference itself the 
battle has been fiercely joined between the 
spokesmen of the Combined Boards and the 
spokesmen for the hungry millions. We hope, 
sometimes against hope, that the Labour 
Government will return to the best tradition 
of socialist intenationalism. But we expect. 
too, a concerted move from the Roman, 
Anglican and Free Church leaders in Britain, 
to appeal to the conscience of the nation, to 
produce a concern among the British people 
that will make sacrifice ‘‘ practical polities " 
for the new Cabinet. Something may yet be 
done for the liberated countries this winter. 
But for Germany and Janan, the prospect is 
almost without hope. Relief according to 
need, regardless of nationality, is the only 
principle on which humanitarian work can 
be done. Otherwise food becomes a weapon. 
The immediate resurrection of that principle 
seems an impossibility. Our efforts are 
urgently needed to secure the extension of it 
even to our own allies. If we do not achieve 
that we shall find ultimately that we have 
turned the weapon against ourselves. 


ALL NATIONS 
St O Ral LY ae LES 
BE mL SGUSSIN.GE 


‘“Then I turned and lifted up my eyes. 
and looked, and behold a flying roll.” 
(Zechariah V.) Do you regard death as. 
inevitable? The Lord God says it wil! be 
overcome in these latter days, through 
the reasons and conditions in the Flying 
Roll referred to in the above prophecy. 
Written at God's command by J. J. 
Jezreel, it is published in three books, 
each over 200 pages. The origin of evil is 
explained therein; and spirit, soul and 
body defined. Jesus, the witness of im- 
mortality, is shown as possessing these 
parts, see Luke XXIV, 39. Surely such 
a book is worth examination! Each 
volume cloth-bound 1/10d. Volume {f, 
paper-bound 1/4d. All post free from 


Cc. H. COLLINS 
17, Uplands Terrace, Greenford. Middx. 


W. G. KNOWLES 
39, Bromhill Road, Aberdeen. 
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